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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This office action is responsive to amendment filed 10/10/2006. 

Double Patenting 

2. The nonstatutory double patenting rejection is based on a judicially created doctrine 
grounded in public policy (a policy reflected in the statute) so as to prevent the unjustified or 
improper timewise extension of the "right to exclude" granted by a patent and to prevent possible 
harassment by multiple assignees. A nonstatutory obviousness-type double patenting rejection 
is appropriate where the conflicting claims are not identical, but at least one examined 
application claim is not patentably distinct from the reference claim(s) because the examined 
application claim is either anticipated by, or would have been obvious over, the reference 
claim(s). See, e.g., In re Berg, 140 F.3d 1428, 46 USPQ2d 1226 (Fed. Cir. 1998); In re 
Goodman, 1 1 F.3d 1046, 29 USPQ2d 2010 (Fed. Cir. 1993); In re LongU 759 F.2d 887, 225 
USPQ 645 (Fed. Cir. 1985); In re Van Ornum, 686 F.2d 937, 214 USPQ 761 (CCPA 1982); In re 
Vogel, 422 F.2d 438, 164 USPQ 619 (CCPA 1970); and In re Thorington, 418 F.2d 528, 163 
USPQ 644 (CCPA 1969). 

A timely filed terminal disclaimer in compliance with 37 CFR 1.321(c) or 1.321(d) may 
be used to overcome an actual or provisional rejection based on a nonstatutory double patenting 
ground provided the conflicting application or patent either is shown to be commonly owned 
with this application, or claims an invention made as a result of activities undertaken within the 
scope of a joint research agreement. 

Effective January 1, 1994, a registered attorney or agent of record may sign a terminal 
disclaimer. A terminal disclaimer signed by the assignee must fully comply with 37 CFR 
3.73(b). 



3. Claims 1-20 are provisionally rejected on the ground of nonstatutory obviousness-type 
double patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1-25 of copending Application No. 



09/863,706 in view of Depew et al. (Patent No.: US 6,215,476). 



09/774990 (claim 16) 


09/863706 (claim 1) 


A display assembly for a portable electronic 
device comprising: a flat panel display screen; 


A display assembly for a handheld electronic 
device comprising: a display mechanism; 


flat panel, clear, resistive digitizer mechanism 
disposed over said flat panel display screen; 


a plurality of pressure activated sensors; and a 
housing for enclosing said display mechanism 
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and said pressure activated sensors 


a bezel-less cover film disposed over a top 
surface of said digitizer mechanism and 
enclosing the top and sides of said display 
assembly and said digitizer mechanism 
wherein said cover film and said top surface 

f»rp rnnnlpfl to form c\ ^inolp mpphnrnpnl 

structure and wherein mechanical deflection of 
said cover film can be used to activate said 
digitizer mechanism. 


a single-piece bezel-less top cover that allows 
mechanical transfer between said top cover and 
said plurality of pressure activated sensors, 
wherein said pressure activated sensors can be 
activated by mechanical pressure applied to 

coin C1 n crlp-tM pr*p Viatp*! Ipco r*rw7&x" coin 
oaiU olllglC-piCC'C UCZiCl-lCoo LUp CUVCr, oalU 

single-piece bezel-less top cover and of said 
external surface is flush 


* 


a back cover connected to said single-piece 
bezel-less top cover such that an area, which 
represents transition between said back cover 



The differences between two application inventions are digitizer touch panel and pressure 
sensor touch panel and a back cover at the back side of the electronic device. However, Depew 
teaches touch panel is a digitizer (1 10) is integrated into a flat display assembly and a rear 
housing (1 14) (fig. 5, col. 5, lines 29-37). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate the digitizer and the 
rear housing as taught by Depew in the system of the application invention 09/863706 in order to 
obtain a digitizer portable device in which the thin film digitizers are more easily integrated into 
a standard flat panel display assembly; resulting in reduce cost of the device. 
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Art Unit: 2629 

This is a provisional obviousness-type double patenting rejection. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Applicant 
Admitted Prior Art (AAPA) Fig. 1 in view of Takahata et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,556,189). 

Regarding claims 1, 9, and 16, the AAPA Fig. 1 discloses an integrated enclosure/touch 
screen assembly comprising: 

a display mechanism (140); 

a digitizer mechanism comprising a top film (120) and a resistive digitizing element 

(130); 

a supporting structure (105) for supporting said display mechanism (140); and 
a cover (110) for the touch screen assembly that is disposed over and encloses said touch 
screen assembly and that is coupled to said top film (120) to operate therewith as a single 
physical layer to allow mechanical transfer between the cover (110) and the digitizer mechanism 
(130) and is coupled to said touch screen assembly (140), wherein the resistive digitizing 
element can be activated by mechanical pressure applied to the external surface of the cover 
(page 10, line 1 1 to page 11, line 10 in supported specification). 
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AAFA Fig. I differs from claims 1, 9, and 16 in that it does not specifically disclose the 
cover is a single piece cover enclosure that encloses the top and sides of touch screen assembly, 
and wherein said single piece enclosure forms a seal to protect said touch panel. 

Takahata teaches single piece cover enclosure (43, fig. 10) encloses the top and sides for 
a touch screen assembly and wherein said single piece enclosure forms a seal to protect said 
touch panel (col. 10, lines 40-58, col. 1 1, lines 14-27). Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate the single piece 
cover enclosure as taught by Takahata in the system of the AAPA Fig. 1 in order to protect the 
touch panel. 

Regarding claims 2, 3, and 17, the combination of the AAPA Fig. 1 and Takahata teaches 
a single piece cover enclosure is constructed using in mold decoration (col. 8, line 51 to col. 8, 
line 15 of Takahata). 

Regarding claims 4 and 1 1, the AAPA Fig. 1 further teaches finger pressure on the 
external surface of said single piece cover enclosure can be used to activate said digitizer 
mechanism (page 10, line 1 1 to page 11, line 10 in specification). 

Regarding claims 5 and 12, AAPA Fig. 1 teaches wherein stylus pressure on the external 
surface of said cover enclosure may be used to activate said digitizer mechanism (page 10, line 
1 1 to page 11, line 10 in specification). 

Regarding claim 6, the combination of the AAPA and Takahata teaches wherein said 
single piece cover comprises a mylar polycarbonate material (col. 7, lines 43-52). 

Regarding claims 7, 14 and 20, the AAPA Fig. 1 further teaches the soft thermoplastic 
film has sufficient deflection under external pressure to active said digitizer mechanism (page 1 , 
lines 15-20 in specification). 
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Regarding claims 8 and 15, the combination of AAPA Fig. 1 and Takahata teaches the 
single piece cover enclosure is constructed with a flat outer top surface free of any indentation 
(Figs. 1-10 of Takahata). 

Regarding claims 10 and 19, the combination of AAPA Fig. 1 and Takahata teaches said 
single piece cover enclosure is a soft thermoplastic outer film that is coupled to said top film of 
said digitizer mechanism that is coupled to the supporting structure (col. 10, lines 50-58 of 
Takahata). 

Regarding claims 13 and 18, the AAPA Fig. 1 further teaches the digitizing element of 
said digitizer mechanism is a resistive type digitizing element (page 10, line 1 1 to page 11, line 
10 in specification). 

6. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-20 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jennifer T. Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272-7696. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri: 9:00am-5 :30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Hjerpe can be reached on 571-272-7691. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
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system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Jennifer Nguyen 
12/15/06 




RICHARD HJERPE 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2600 



